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careful and thorough exposition of the law on the subject with 
which it deals, and will prove of great value to anyone having 
occasion to investigate this subject. b. f. h. 

The Life of John Marshall. Revised from "Lives and Times of the 
Chief Justices of the United States." By Henry Flanders. T. 
& J. W. Johnson & Co., Philadelphia. 1904. Cloth, pp. 278. 
John Marshall's greatness rested on the possession of an intel- 
lect whose keen analysis, unerring logic and broad conception led 
him to conclusions whose justice and policy all men admit. Ade- 
quately to present such a character in a brief biography is all but 
impossible; his fitting monument consists in those matchless opin- 
ions in which he gave enduring life to the Constitution. Yet, 
though perhaps the writer has failed to do justice to Marshall's 
position as magistrate, though perhaps he has devoted too much 
space to a description of his unsuccessful attempts at authorship, 
he has given us a very interesting account of his career and per- 
sonality. He has clearly shown us the patriotic readiness of one 
who, early forming an intention to remain at the bar, yet devoted 
at least a part of almost every year to the service of his country 
or state, as soldier, legislator, diplomat, or judge; he has pictured 
in bright colors the humility, simplicity and kindliness of disposi- 
tion which alone could add to admiration for greatness love for the 
man. And any failure to give value to the work by the manifesta- 
tion of genius in beauty of diction and depth of philosophy is 
redeemed by grandeur of character pleasingly presented. 

w. M. M. 

A Text Book of Legal Medicine and Toxicology. Edited by Fred- 
erick Peterson, M.D., and Walter S. Haines, M.D. W. B. 
Saunders & Co., Philadelphia. 1903. In two volumes, cloth, 
pp. 1500. Volume II. 
In presenting a book dealing with two broad subjects like Legal 
Medicine and Toxicology it is difficult not to make the work pon- 
derous and unhandy. The editors have treated these subjects in 
a clear, concise and yet comprehensive manner. In Part I. of the 
volume, one of the fine features is the chapter on the X-Rays, and 
another is the insertions of the laws of the different States in rela- 
tion to the commitment and retention of the insane. 

Many cases and decisions of a medico T legal nature are cited. 
Part II., dealing with Toxicology, is especially full and comprehen- 
sive. The whole volume is written in a simple, pleasing way, and 
should be of great value, not only as a text-book, but also as a 
book of reference for the legal and medical professions. 

c. H. T. 
The Office Boy's Digest. By B. A. Milburn. The Mitchie Co., 
Charlottesville, Va. 1904. Cloth, pp. 319. 
This is merely a collection of quotations, accurately authenti- 
cated, which tend to prove that seeds of the "literary instinct," and 
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humor, conscious and otherwise, will occasionally sprout forth even 
in the best regulated of courts. To one who has spent much time 
over decisions, trying to deduce points of law from the none too 
lucid exposition in which they are (to express it conservatively) 
occasionally concealed, this book will cause the same kind of sur- 
prise which the operator of a turnip patch might feel at the sight 
of a bouquet of wild flowers culled therein, but which he had never 
before noticed. 

The authorities are found in the decisions of the highest courts, 
as well as those of less importance, and the owlish wisdom dis- 
played by quotations from the former, when separated from the 
context, is equally as interesting as the rhetorical pyrotechnics 
sometimes indulged in by the latter. Occasionally an idea, having 
evidently become topheavy from its own dignity, lapses into the 
ridiculous, while in other cases judges have expressed opinions so 
much at variance with what is popularly accepted as to deserve 
notice. "Love matches," propounds one in Brown v. Westbrook, 
27 Ga. 102, "exist only in the imagination of novelists." Again 
the humor quoted is intentional and exceptionally keen. "No man's 
life, liberty or property are safe while the legislature is in session," 
is quoted in Anonymous, Tuck. 247. 

Exactly why correctly quoted Biblical passages find a place in 
the collection is not plain — from the nature of the book we must 
infer either that such knowledge is so rare that it should be re- 
corded as betokening literary research of great depth, or else 
that there is an element of humor in finding it in the judicial mind. 
Neither of these conclusions strike us as being particularly happy. 

On the whole, although in common with many men of genius 
— Balzac, for instance — the author is untrammeled by the layman's 
idea of propriety in light literature, and inserts many quotations 
which, for that reason, might beneficially have been omitted, never- 
theless the book contains enough that is humorous and laughable 
to entitle it to a place on a lawyer's shelves, by way of antidote for 
the "dust cough." g. s. a. 
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